Foreign countries, particularly those having a large
financial stake in Austria, were to be told that the move
would grant additional economic security to Austria that
it was Austria's contribution to European appeasement
and that under no circumstances did agreement with the
German National Socialist Government imply an internal
agreement with, and recognition of, the Austrian National
Socialists. So the world was fooled.

The Treaty was signed and published on n July 1936
and Dr. Guido Schmidt took over the Foreign Office
thus providing von Papen with a powerful ally right at
the heart of Austria.

" From now on we have solid ground beneath our feet
* . . a solemn agreement has willingly been made by the
Third Reich recognizing Austria's independence. . .
Hitler, of his own free will has offered mutual pacts of
guarantee. His international prestige will not allow him
to treat the first of these as * a scrap of paper '," Schuschnigg
said on the signing of the Treaty.

In the light of German avowed intention and policy
the Austrian Chancellor had either a very high opinion
of his own ability to deal with the Reich or he was purposely
lulling Austrian and world opinion. In the face of his willing
and eager approval of Schmidt's Press campaign, just
concluded, the latter seems the most likely. But what he
could expect to gain by cheating Hitler or the world
Powers, will now never be made clear.

Whatever his plans, Dr, Kurt von Schuschnigg handed
to Herrn Adolf Hitler the necessary legal document, in
the shape of the Treaty of Friendship, with which the
independence of Austria was destroyed.

Franz von Papen, the architect of the Treaty, had
achieved another success for the Third Reich, for which
its Fiihrer should be eternally thankful.

Having opened the door to power in 19335 von Papen
had now drawn the chain and bolts away from the draw-
bridge of Austria and it was descending slowly across the
moat.
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